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1. Rethinking “Kin-First”: Placing Children’s Interests at the Center of Foster Care Policy.

Public event, American Enterprise Institute. (2026).

2. Testimony to the House Committee on Appropriations, LHHS subcommittee. Advancing
Permanency in Child Welfare: Leveraging Federal Funding for Adoption Programs.
(2026).

3. Clarity on the Clearinghouse: Does the Tool That Tells Us What Works Really Work?
Public event, American Enterprise Institute (2026).

4. Protection is Prevention: New Insights on Reducing Child Maltreatment Fatalities. Public
event, American Enterprise Institute. (2026).

5. Children, Parents, and the “Carceral State”: Revisiting Conventional Wisdom. [Oral
Presentation] Ohio State University Institute for Population Research. (2026).

6. Bipartisan Blueprint for Modernizing Federal Child Welfare Financing. Webinar,
Bipartisan Policy Center. (2025).

7. Is Less Better? Revisiting the Role of Child Protection and Justice Systems within
Vulnerable Families. [Oral Presentation] Duke University Population Research Institute
(2024).

8. Supporting Youth Exiting Foster Care: What Works And What Is Still Needed. Institute
for Research on Poverty [Webinar] (2023).

Podcast and TV/Radio Interviews

1. Remembering Their Names. One in Ten Podcast [National Children’s Alliance].
(2025).

2. The Future of Child Welfare Reform: Taking Incremental Steps on the Path to Big
Changes. [Podcast] James Bell Associates on behalf of the Children’s Bureau (2024).



https://www.chicagotribune.com/opinion/commentary/ct-opinion-foster-care-adoption-reunification-children-20220221-q2estl6rzvhf3bwco7f6e5heoa-story.html
https://www.chicagotribune.com/opinion/commentary/ct-opinion-foster-care-adoption-reunification-children-20220221-q2estl6rzvhf3bwco7f6e5heoa-story.html
https://theconversation.com/how-parents-can-play-a-key-role-in-the-prevention-and-treatment-of-teen-mental-health-problems-192927
https://theconversation.com/how-parents-can-play-a-key-role-in-the-prevention-and-treatment-of-teen-mental-health-problems-192927
https://www.lakeconews.com/en/74377-how-parents-can-play-a-key-role-in-the-prevention-and-treatment-of-teen-mental-health-problems
https://www.lakeconews.com/en/74377-how-parents-can-play-a-key-role-in-the-prevention-and-treatment-of-teen-mental-health-problems
https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2021/12/03/child-sex-abuse-parents/8807597002/?gnt-cfr=1
https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2021/12/03/child-sex-abuse-parents/8807597002/?gnt-cfr=1
https://www.nydailynews.com/opinion/ny-oped-child-welfare-after-the-pandemic-20210123-bp67ns775bdvbgvcwt6kjs5pcy-story.html
https://covid-19.ssri.psu.edu/articles/impact-covid-19-pandemic-children-foster-care
https://covid-19.ssri.psu.edu/articles/impact-covid-19-pandemic-children-foster-care
http://www.houstonchronicle.com/opinion/outlook/article/Gershoff-and-Font-School-corporal-punishment-10603068.php
http://www.houstonchronicle.com/opinion/outlook/article/Gershoff-and-Font-School-corporal-punishment-10603068.php
https://www.aei.org/events/rethinking-kin-first-placing-childrens-interests-at-the-center-of-foster-care-policy/
https://appropriations.house.gov/schedule/hearings/hearing-advancing-permanency-child-welfare-leveraging-federal-funding-adoption
https://www.aei.org/events/clarity-on-the-clearinghouse-does-the-tool-that-tells-us-what-works-really-work/
https://www.aei.org/events/protection-is-prevention-new-insights-on-reducing-child-maltreatment-fatalities/
https://bipartisanpolicy.org/event/a-bipartisan-blueprint-for-modernizing-federal-child-welfare-financing/
https://www.irp.wisc.edu/resource/supporting-youth-exiting-foster-care-what-works-and-what-is-still-needed/
https://oneintenpodcast.org/episodes/remembering-their-names/
https://open.spotify.com/episode/5NKJupsAvRoVrlVDX5Q1sW?si=eEbKeaWJQzCrT7G0yPyUcA
https://open.spotify.com/episode/5NKJupsAvRoVrlVDX5Q1sW?si=eEbKeaWJQzCrT7G0yPyUcA

3.

4.

5.
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Were vou ready to be home alone at 13? St. Louis on the Air, St. Louis Public Radio
(2023).

Invisible Kids: America’s Journey From Orphanages To Foster Care. The Lost Debate
[podcast], Branch Media (2023).

Project PA | The process of investigating child abuse Local 21 Harrisburg [Television]
(2020).

Print Media Interviews and Media Mentions

*®

10.

I1.

12.

13.

14.
15.

Staff Report. 2026. Report Warns Fentanyl in Homes Poses Growing Threat to Young
Children. FingerlakesI.com

Senate bill aims to expose abuse at residential treatment centers for children. NBC news
(2025).

Toothless 'child advocate' position should be replaced by empowered abuse watchdog,
former officeholder says. Spotlight PA (2025).

4-year-old Harlem boy's death raises questions about child services' response. CBS NY
[television](2024).

They sleep on cots, travel for showers. Why are kids living in DCS offices. sometimes for
weeks? Indianapolis Star (2024).

How Minnesota’s child protection system exposes kids to more abuse, neglect.
Minneapolis Star Tribune (2023).

Missouri school district reinstates spanking if parents OK. Associated Press (2022).
Cassville policy needs to be abandoned. Yahoo News (2022).

Use of Foster Care Went Down During the First Pandemic: Did Maltreatment? The
Imprint (2022).

State handling of child abuse records and appeals process criticized in new report. The
Tribune-Democrat [Harrisburg, PA] (2020).

Destiny was 15 when her outcry sparked a #MeToo reckoning in Texas foster care. Now,
the trial. San Antonio Express News (2020).

'"The perfect storm:' How COVID-19 has multiplied the risk for children in abusive
households Pennsylvania Capital-Star (2020).

Wisconsin Study Finds Foster Care Besting Reunification on Education Outcomes
Chronicle of Social Change (2018).

Opinion: Stop beating black children. New York Times (2017).
Black Children Are More Likely To Get Hit By School Teachers, Report Says. Huffington

Post (2016).

Peer-Reviewed Commentaries
(* Invited)

1.

*Font, Sarah A. Book review of “Set to see us fail: Debating inequities in the child
welfare system of New York.” Contemporary Sociology, 53(3), 236-238.



https://news.stlpublicradio.org/show/st-louis-on-the-air/2023-03-28/were-you-ready-to-be-home-alone-at-13-thatd-be-illegal-in-illinois
https://thebranchmedia.org/show/lost-debate/invisible-kids/
https://local21news.com/news/project-pa/project-pa-the-process-of-investigating-child-abuse
https://www.fingerlakes1.com/2026/04/28/report-warns-fentanyl-in-homes-poses-growing-threat-to-young-children/
https://www.fingerlakes1.com/2026/04/28/report-warns-fentanyl-in-homes-poses-growing-threat-to-young-children/
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nbcnews.com%2Fnews%2Fus-news%2Fsenate-bill-abuse-residential-treatment-facilities-rcna249636&data=05%7C02%7Cfont%40wustl.edu%7C67eec657557c454ff6dc08de3e46d24c%7C4ccca3b571cd4e6d974b4d9beb96c6d6%7C0%7C0%7C639016671057677098%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BTOGMKC%2B%2BlIHTsUSIGjVrPocLZaw7w4teActTtCl090%3D&reserved=0
https://www.spotlightpa.org/news/2025/04/pennsylvania-child-advocate-abuse-investigations-childline/
https://www.spotlightpa.org/news/2025/04/pennsylvania-child-advocate-abuse-investigations-childline/
https://www.cbsnews.com/newyork/news/jahmeik-modlin-death-questions-child-services/
https://www.indystar.com/story/news/investigations/2024/10/08/indiana-dcs-housing-children-in-child-welfare-offices/75308462007/
https://www.indystar.com/story/news/investigations/2024/10/08/indiana-dcs-housing-children-in-child-welfare-offices/75308462007/
https://www2.startribune.com/minnesota-child-protection-system-exposes-kids-abuse-neglect/600312077/
https://apnews.com/article/education-school-boards-missouri-springfield-cassville-d3f3e3228be5a2209eb9761885795470
https://news.yahoo.com/editorial-cassville-policy-needs-abandoned-223600580.html
https://imprintnews.org/foster-care/foster-care-went-down-during-pandemic-did-maltreatment/63525
https://www.tribdem.com/news/state-handling-of-child-abuse-records-and-appeals-process-criticized/article_dea77943-3202-5445-abc1-4252699b3ebd.html
https://www.expressnews.com/news/local/texas/article/Destiny-was-15-when-her-outcry-sparked-a-MeToo-15109274.php
https://www.expressnews.com/news/local/texas/article/Destiny-was-15-when-her-outcry-sparked-a-MeToo-15109274.php
https://www.penncapital-star.com/covid-19/the-perfect-storm-how-covid-19-has-multiplied-the-risk-for-children-in-abusive-households/
https://www.penncapital-star.com/covid-19/the-perfect-storm-how-covid-19-has-multiplied-the-risk-for-children-in-abusive-households/
https://chronicleofsocialchange.org/research-related/wisconsin-study-foster-care-reunification-education/31666
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/03/10/opinion/sunday/stop-beating-black-children.html?ref=opinion&_r=0
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/corporal-punishment_us_57fbd148e4b0b6a430346683
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/00943061241240882j
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/00943061241240882j
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2. Drake, Brett, Dylan Jones, Jun-Hong Chen, Sarah Font, Emily Putnam-Hornstein,
Richard P. Barth, and Melissa Jonson-Reid. 2024. Poverty or Racism? A Re-Analysis of
Briggs et al. 2022. Research on Social Work Practice.

3. *Font, Sarah A. Reflections on the Use of Evidence in Child Welfare. 2022. Research on
Social Work Practice.

4. *Font, Sarah. 2021. Making Meaning of Cumulative Child Welfare System Involvement.
American Journal of Public Health.

5. Font, Sarah A. 2016. A Defense of "Soft Coercion" in the Child Welfare System and

Targeted Programs - A Response to Pelton (2016). Child Abuse and Neglect.

Books, Book Chapters, and Reports

1. Font, Sarah A., and Elizabeth T. Gershoff. 2020. Foster Care and “Best Interests of the
Child”: Integrating Research, Policy, and Practice. Springer Advances in Child and
Family Policy and Practice.

2. Font, Sarah A., Kathryn Maguire-Jack, and Rebecca Dillard. 2020. “The Decision to

Substantiate Allegations of Child Maltreatment”, in Decision Making and Judgment in
Child Welfare and Protection: Theory, Research, and Practice [Editors John D. Fluke,
Monica Lopez, Rami Benbenishty, Erik J. Knorth, and Donald J. Baumann]. Oxford
University Press.

3. Font, Sarah A., Sheridan Miyamoto, and Casey Pinto. 2020. Child Sexual Abuse and
Exploitation in Pennsylvania. PA: Center for Rural Pennsylvania.

4. Font, Sarah A. 2017. “Psychological, Economic, and Physical Health Consequences of
Child Maltreatment.” In L. Dixon, D. Perkins, L. A. Craig, and C. Hamilton-Giachritsis
(Eds.), What works in child protection: An evidence-based approach to assessment and
intervention in care proceedings. Wiley-Blackwell.

Service on Grant Review Panels (2022-2026)

Swiss National Science Foundation (SNSF)

National Institute of Drug Abuse (NIDA)

Office of Planning, Research and Evaluation (OPRE)

Institute for Research on Poverty, University of Wisconsin - Madison (IRP)
William T. Grant Foundation (WTGQ)

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)

Israel Science Foundation (ISF)

Prior External Grants

2018-2025  RO1 HD095946, NICHD (PI)
System and Social Determinants of the Health of Foster Children

2021-2025  RO1 HL158577, NHLBI (Co-I)


https://doi.org/10.1177/10497315231179648
https://doi.org/10.1177/10497315231179648
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/10497315221079283
https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/abs/10.2105/AJPH.2021.306268?journalCode=ajph
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2016.03.003
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2016.03.003
https://www.springer.com/gp/book/9783030411459
https://www.springer.com/gp/book/9783030411459
https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rural.palegislature.us%2Fdocuments%2Freports%2FChild-Sexual-Abuse-and-Exploitation-2020.pdf&data=02%7C01%7Csaf252%40psu.edu%7Ca0b279ebb60a473a9f2b08d79878d58a%7C7cf48d453ddb4389a9c1c115526eb52e%7C0%7C1%7C637145517063543008&sdata=PMJXk%2B3WrRt6ZBIE2vUrN30cTmyV7S4AxByU8AtAPsw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rural.palegislature.us%2Fdocuments%2Freports%2FChild-Sexual-Abuse-and-Exploitation-2020.pdf&data=02%7C01%7Csaf252%40psu.edu%7Ca0b279ebb60a473a9f2b08d79878d58a%7C7cf48d453ddb4389a9c1c115526eb52e%7C0%7C1%7C637145517063543008&sdata=PMJXk%2B3WrRt6ZBIE2vUrN30cTmyV7S4AxByU8AtAPsw%3D&reserved=0

2017-2022

2017-2019

2018-2019

2013
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Child maltreatment and cardiovascular disease risk: examining psychosocial and
immunological pathways in a prospective, longitudinal cohort

P50 HD551411, NICHD (Co-I, Dissemination and Outreach Core [DOC])
Capstone Center for Multidisciplinary Research in Child Abuse and Neglect

R21 HD091459, NICHD (Site PI/Co-I)
Emerging Adulthood for Maltreated and Foster Youth
Total Funding: $423,000

Center for Rural Pennsylvania (Co-PI)

Incidence Rates and Risk Factors for Commercial Sexual Exploitation of
Children (CSEC) in Rural and Urban Counties in Pennsylvania

Total Funding: $49,953

Population Health Dissertation Grant
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Health and Society Scholars Program

Awards and Honors

2026

2023

2014

2013

2012

Teaching

Provost’s Research Excellence Award, Washington University in St. Louis
Liberal Arts Endowed Fellow, College of Liberal Arts, Penn State

Honorable mention—Outstanding Social Work Doctoral Dissertation
Society for Social Work and Research

Irving Piliavin Award
University of Wisconsin — Madison, School of Social Work

Doctoral Student Research Paper Award
University of Wisconsin — Madison, School of Social Work

At Washington University in St. Louis

SWSP6001 Policy and Services for Children and Youth (Spring 2026)

At Penn State

HDFS 553 Child Maltreatment Policy and Interventions (Fall 2024)

SOC513 Graduate Research Methods (Fall 2021, Fall 2022)

SOC497 Public Policy & Social Welfare (Spring 2019, Fall 2020)

CMAS 258 / HDFS 258 /| HDFS 297J Introduction to Child Maltreatment & Advocacy Studies
(Fall 2016, 2017, 2019)
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CRIM 537 Crimes Against Children (Spring 2018)

At University of Wisconsin - Madison
SW534 Introduction to Social Statistics (Summer 2012, 2013)
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